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Section 3 Policy HL3 
1 Quiet open spaces include many churchyards and it would be good to mention them here. 
 
The 2015 plan has greater protection for residents than this one is proposing. The cumulative effect of 
development work should be considered - for example, the residents of Middlesex Street have had a 
number of consecutive developments. Noise from Licensed premises is a big issue for residents and 
is worth being mentioned here.  
 
Policy HL5 for community facilities to be relocated away from residents. It would be good to see the 
City Plan committing to its residents with facilities that are close to them. I note that developers now 
seem to be asked to provide 'community space' within buildings - the conversations I have had with 
people where this has happened and they have asked to use that space is that it is all booked up for 
months, if not years, without any idea who is using it. I have also been approached by developers to 
talk about 'community spaces'. In Portsoken Ward we are quite well served by community spaces 
now, what we don't have always is the funding to run them - Artizan Street Library is well used, as is 
Portsoken Community Centre, and our own community hall is now open.  
 
3.6.2 Rather than just 'potential' to accommodate activities, Churches already do have many 
activities. Churches often have spaces for community activities but can struggle to find funding to 
support them. In my own church we run community choirs for adults and children and are in the 
process of seeking funding for community provision.  
 
Policy HL6 Public Toilets 
 
One of the reasons the Portsoken Pavillion was built in Aldgate Square was for the provision of public 
toilets. This lasted only a few years, and so I encourage more toilets, especially as churchyards 
attract public urination, but also encourage the City to ensure toilets it does provide continue in use 
more than a couple of years. 
 
Policy HL8 
 
I commend the commitment to Play Areas and would like to note that there are children in the City - 
in our schools, but also in the increasing number of tourists. As a parent, I know that when I'm on 
holiday finding nearby playgrounds is always a wonderful moment of relief in a busy day - play 
facilities located within the City are as important as those outside. I would also underline how 
transformatory Aldgate Square was as a safe space for children to pay - it is the only grass my 
children get to play on with their friends - until recently when a bar was granted a lease on the 
Portsoken Pavillion and the children were excluded from the area by the vast number of drinkers. 
Places for children to play are very limited, and those spaces should not be taken over by adults who 
drink. 
 
Policy HS1 - 2 a In the Portsoken KAOC it would be good to note that social housing is important here 
and that even if it took away potential office space it would be possible to build here. 
 
Strategic Policy S6 
 
Churches are places of worship, but they are also places of culture and visitor experience The GLA 
recognise the Church of England as one of the anchor institutions - there are many concerts 
throughout the week, and the City's grade 1 listed churches draw people into the City to visit our 
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buildings and for services, particularly at Christmas. Our churches are important film locations and 
places where school children come to take part in curriculum learning. 
 
CV5 1 'unacceptable impact' - this will very much depend on the definition of what is acceptable. 
With the plan in general emphasising a 7 day a week model there needs to be a very tight line drawn 
for what 'acceptable' might be. 
 
Section 11 Heritage and Tall Buildings 
 
Unlike the 2015 Plan which underlined the importance of the many listed buildings, scheduled 
ancient monuments etc, the fact that this section combines heritage and tall buildings seems to 
indicated that the City is moving away from protection and protected views and is valuing a vast 
increase in office space over its heritage assets. As detailed above, churches are not merely heritage 
assets, but places of rest and quiet, of community cohesion, and work hard to encouarge not just our 
own faith community, but are there for anyone in the community, of any faith or none.  
 
As part of the heritage of the City, as a group the City Churches bring together in a small area much 
historic value. The City Churches have applied for World Monument Fund recognition. This section 
places undue emphasis on the '1.2 msqm net' and does not give sufficient weight to the heritage and 
living communities - I note that Bevis Marks is given 'protection' but that the line is drawn very tightly 
and does not include the Bury Street site. 
 
S12 Tall Buildings - it is noted that although many of these are deemed to have an element of 'public 
access' this excludes many from surrounding boroughs who would not choose to have to show ID to 
access them. 
 
I wish to appear in examination hearing sessions. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Laura Jorgensen 
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