


green and healthy spaces and public realm, inclusion of Healthy Streets, improving wayfinding, facilitate/improve
active travel infrastructure, and others. These aspects have a close synergy with Sport England’s Active Design
guidance which shows how designing spaces and places can support and encourage physical activity.
In this respect Sport England, working with Active Travel England and the Office for Health Improvement and
Disparities, has produced the 3rd version of ‘Active Design’ (May 2023), a guide to planning new developments that
create the right environment to help communities to get more active and improve the local population’s health and
wellbeing. The guidance sets out ten key principles for ensuring new developments incorporate opportunities for
people to take part in sport and physical activity. The Active Design principles are aimed at contributing towards the
Government’s desire for the planning system to promote healthy communities through good urban design, which the
City Corporation also appear to be seeking. Sport England recommends that the City Corporation strengthen their
aspiration to maintain and improve the health of the borough by having clear references to Active Design, its principles
and the Active Design Checklist within the City Plan. Active Design principles could be stated in the Spatial Priorities
and Strategic Policy S1: Healthy and Inclusive City and the checklist, for example, could be a design requirement in
Strategic Policy S8: Design and/or Policy DE2: Design Quality. Sport England does note that Paragraph 3.8.1 does
recognise the Active Design principles and whilst there are elements of Active Design that can guide sport and
recreation provision design, Active Design is wider than just sport facilities therefore it is recommended that the
mention of Active Design is repositioned as mentioned above so that it could have greatest impact in informing urban
design that provide the greatest opportunities for everyone to be active within the City. More information on Active
Design, including the guidance, can be found vat https://www.sportengland.org/guidance-and-support/facilities-and-
planning/design-and-cost-guidance/active-design
Sport England would also like to highlight that the implementation of the Active Design principles could also help
support cross agenda items such as the climate crisis, fight inequalities and creating good jobs and growth, all of which
are prominent aspirations of the City Plan.
Policy HL5: Location and Protection of Social and Community Facilities
Sport England does not consider that Policy HL5 is sound in relation to community sport facilities. The NPPF,
Paragraph 103, and Sport England Planning Policy indicate that the loss of a sport facility is only permitted if a site is
strategically identified as surplus (unless the facility is replaced or lost to another sports facility) which is more than a
marketing exercise that is unlikely to consider future strategic need and include input/data from particular sports,
consultation with stakeholders etc. In addition, Policy HL5 1. b. implies intensification of use which, therefore, would
result in a net loss of provision. Sport England would also like to highlight that Policy HL5 b. also would not take into
account future need, i.e. just seeks to address shortfalls but there may not be a current shortfall but a projected shortfall
in the future. These aspects should be reconsidered so that they align with the NPPF and Sport England’s Planning
Policy.
Notwithstanding the above, Sport England does welcome that Policy HL5 3. recognises that developments which
increase demand would need to provide or contribute to enhancements. The facilities required or enhanced should be
identified in a robust assessment that looks at the City’s whole current and future needs (as mentioned above). In the
absence of a robust evidence base/assessment, Sport England has the Sports Facility Calculator that can calculate the
likely demand form a development for specific sports facilities and indicative cost of meeting that demand that could
help the City Corporation understand likely demand form a particular development. More detail can be found at
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/facilities-and-planning/planning-for-sport/sports-facility-calculator
Policy HL7 : Sport and Recreation
Sport England welcomes that the City Corporation will seek to have a network of free outdoor sports facilities
throughout the City as this provide opportunities for all to be active. Sport England also supports that the City Plan
would have specific sport policy. That said, Sport England has concerns that the policy, as currently drafted, is not
sound as it does not align with the NPPF, Paragraph 103, and Sport England’s Planning Policy as follows:

Policy HL7 2 only protects public sites however the NPPF does not distinguish between public and private sites.
Both public and private sites have a role in providing opportunities for physical activity/decreasing inactivity
therefore should be protected.
Similar to Policy HL5 1. b. above, Policy HL7 2. b. implies intensification.
Similar to HL5 1. c., HL7 1 c. seeks a marketing exercise to establish demand which, as highlighted above, is
not an assessment of need/demand.

Sport England, therefore, recommends that the City Corporation amends Policy HL7 to align with the NPPF, Paragraph
103, and Sport England’s Planning Policy to ensure a robust assessment of need is required before a loss is accepted
and no intensification of use of sites are encouraged.
Sport England does, however, welcome that meanwhile uses are encouraged on vacant sites but would recommend that
the City Corporation considers that if the meanwhile sport use is successful then it is either retained on site or replaced
locally so that those who use the temporary facility to be active, remain active. This would assist the City Corporation
of meeting their strategic priority of a healthy city.
As noted above, whilst Sport England welcome the reference to Active Design principles in Paragraph 3.8.1, Active
Design is more than building/facility design. In this context, is it Active Design which is intended to be referenced here
or Sport England’s Design and Cost Guidance that relate to specific sport facility design? Sport England’s Design and
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Statement may be found here https://www.sportengland.org/privacy-statement/ If you have any queries
about Sport England’s handling of personal data you can contact Gaile Walters, Sport England’s Data
Protection Officer directly by emailing DPO@sportengland.org
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